
       Foreign Affairs Secretary Albert 
F. Del Rosario of the Philippines and 
Minister of External Affairs Shri S.M. 
Krishna of India convened the 1st 
Philippines ï India Joint Commission 
on Bilateral Cooperation at Hydera-
bad House in New Delhi on 15 March 
2011.  An Executive Program on 
Cultural Exchange for 2011-2013 
was signed, allowing the exchange of 
film technology, theater arts directors 
and managers, and literature ex-
changes, among others.  Philippine 
cultural ties with India date back to 
the 14th century through the Sri Vijaya 
and Madjapahit Empires.  Both sides 
noted that bilateral trade now stands 
at US$ 1 billion and growing. 
       The Philippines and India have 
several avenues of cooperation that 
have been revitalized in recent times, 
most noticeably in the still-booming  

outsourcing industry where the Philip-
pines hopes to advance from the 
voice-based BPOs to other ITES 
areas like animation and systems 
design.  Tourist arrivals are increas-
ing and six weekly Manila-Delhi flights 
by Philippine Airlines started on 27 
March 2011. 
       The 9th Policy Consultations and 
3rd Security Dialogue (28-30 October 
2011) in Manila followed up on the 
results of the visits by Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh to the Philippines in 
2006 and former Philippine President 
Gloria Arroyo to India in 2007.  Since 
then, the Joint Working Groups on 
Tourism Cooperation; on Agricultural 
Cooperation and Trade and Invest-
ment have met in preparation for this 
Joint Commission. 
       Both countries look forward to the 
inaugural meeting of the Joint Work-
ing Group on Health and Medicine.  

Both ministers agreed to convene a 
Joint Working Group on Counter-
Terrorism.  A Joint Working Group on 
Renewable Energy is also in the 
works.  Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh looks forward to the first visit by 
His Excellency President Benigno S. 
Aquino III, President of the Philip-
pines, to India during the ASEAN-
India Commemorative Summit in 
2012 which is an indicator of greater 
political, economic and cultural inter-
action between the two nations.   
 

Strategic dialogue 
 

       On security and defense issues, 
the two countries reviewed the pro-
gress of the last (3rd) Security Dia-
logue and their respective national 
security outlooks, and agreed to 
rename the Security Dialogue as a 
ñStrategic Dialogueò to broaden its 
scope. The Ministers urged the early 
convening of the first meeting of the 
Joint Defence Cooperation Commit-
tee (JDCC). Other areas of coopera-
tion in the fields of defense and secu-
rity (maritime security, anti-terrorism, 
transnational crimes and disaster 
management) were also touched 
upon. The India-Philippines Joint 
Defense Cooperation Committee will 
meet soon to flesh out their bilateral 
collaborative program. Finally, 
ASEAN-India cooperation, coopera-
tion in the United Nations, including 
climate change, and nuclear non-
proliferation among others were also 
discussed. 

Philippines, ASEAN 
missions hold 1st 
ASEAN-India        
Business Fair 

Synergies between the respective busi-
ness and industry sectors of both coun-
tries took concrete form in the meeting 
between Trade Secretary Gregory     
Domingo (top) and Minister of Commerce 
Anand Sharma during the first ASEAN-
India Business Fair and Business Con-
clave held in New Delhi on 2-6 March 2011. 
        
     Secretary (Minister) Domingo also spoke on 1 
March, 2011 at the investment and promotion 
program dubbed ñPhilippines: Business Unlim-
itedò which the Philippine Trade and Investment 
Center (PTIC) of the Embassy in New Delhi 
organized, together with the Associated Cham-
bers of Commerce (ASSOCHAM) of India.      
 

       The event highlighted the various areas 
open for Indian investments in the Philippines, 
particularly in the mining, tourism, agriculture, 
and manufacturing industries.  Sec. Domingo 
underscored the Philippine governmentôs com-
mitment to provide superior incentives and the 
enabling environment for business to Indians 
interested in investing in the country.  MOUs 
were signed between the Chamber of Mining 
Industries of the Philippines and the Federation 
of Indian Mining Industries.  ASSOCHAM also 
signed an MOU on cooperation with the Philip-
pine Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  A 
number of Indian and Filipino companies signed 
MOUs on setting up of a pharmaceutical manu-
facturing plant, and several hydro-power projects 
in the Philippines. 
 

       To find areas of cooperation and promotion 
of its mutual interests in the Business Process 
Outsourcing Sector, PTIC and the Confederation 
of Indian Industries, Karnataka, organized the 
First Philippines-India Business Process Out-
sourcing Cooperation Summit at the Leela 
Palace in Bangalore, last 4 March, where Secre-
tary Domingo underscored the need for greater 
cooperation between the two countries in the 
BPO space.  A business delegation also accom-
panied Secretary Domingo in India. 

     Both Ministers adopted a Joint 
Statement highlighting the result of 
their discussions and the way for-
ward for Philippines-India bilateral 
cooperation.   
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Philippines, India boost ties with 
Inaugural Joint Commission Meet  

H.E. Amb. Ronald B. Allarey 

discusses the state of 

Philippines -India relations 

with Smt. Pratibha Devisingh 

Patil, President of the 

Republic of India, during 

their one -on -one 

conversation at the grounds 

of the Presidential Palace 

(Rashtrapati Bhawan) on the 

occasion of Indiaõs Republic 

Day last 26 January.  
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According to recent statistics, trade between 
the Philippines and India  has more than 

trebled from US $ 338.50 million in 2001 -02 
to US $ 1.061 billion in 2009 -10.  Total 
approved investments from India to 

the Philippines  in 2010 stood at Php 1.87 
billion or 1.9%  of the total direct foreign invest-

ments in the country.  From the 1
st
 Quarter of 2010 to 

the 1
st
 Quarter of 2011, there has been a growth rate 

of 190%.  In the first quarter of 2011 alone, Indian 

investments totaled Php 428.3 million .  From 

the first semester of 2009 to the second semester of 
2010, Indian investments in Newly Registered Do-
mestic Stock Corporations and Partnerships 
amounted to Php 8.3 million, or 4.1% of the total 
(source: OUIER).   

Doing Business in the Philippines and India  

 Indian port management 
contract awarded to  
Philippine company 
     

 The International Container Terminal 
Services Inc. (ICTSI) recently bagged a port con-
tract in Tamil Nadu, India.  ICTSI signed an agree-
ment with L&T Shipbuilding Ltd. (LTSB) for the 
management and operations of the Katupalli Con-
tainer Terminal in Tamil Nadu.  According to com-
pany spokesmen, ñKatupalli terminal is ICTSIôs first 
venture in India, the fourth largest economy in 
terms of purchasing power parity.ò  LTSB is the 
developer of an integrated shipyard cum port with a 
1.2 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent units) an-
nual capacity.   
 

        The terminal is currently under construc-
tion and will be operational by January 2012.  Lo-
cated near Chennai in Thiruvallur District, it has two 
350-meter long berths and a total area of around 
20 hectares in Phase 1.  During the second phase 
of development, terminal capacity can be increased  
to handle 1.8 million TEUs. 

Department of Trade 
and Industry Mission 
yields $42 million in 
Indian investments  
      According to the Department of Trade 
and Industry, its trade mission to India in 
early March 2011 brought US$ 42 million 
worth of investments from three energy 
projects and a pharmaceutical packaging 
plant.  The energy projects include two 
20-megawatt stand-alone liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) power plants in Tawi-Tawi 
and in Cagayan as well as a 1.5 mega-
watt mini hydro electric power project in 
Abra. 

     ñIndia is emerging as a source of foreign 
direct investments (FDI) for the Philippines.  
Apart from BPO companies which are directed 
by their principals to open delivery centers in the 
Philippines, more Indian companies are continu-
ing to realize the potential of the Philippines as a 
gateway to the lucrative ASEAN market,ò Trade 
Secretary Gregory Domingo said during his visit 
to India as part of the First ASEAN-India Busi-
ness Fair (see page 1).  He also met with his 
Indian counterpart, Hon. Anand Sharma Minister 
of Commerce and Industry.  Likewise, he spoke 
to the captains of the BPO industry players in 
Bangalore. 

Launching of M/V Rahi and  
M/V Vanshi in Cebu last  

January led by H.E. President 
Benigno Aquino III (below).  
The ships, built at Hanjin 
Heavy Industries in Subic 
Bay Free Port, are owned by 
Indiaõs Adani Shipping. 

While encouraging more Indian 
businesses to invest in our country 
in the coming years, including in 
the IT sector, the greater strategy is  
ñfor the Philippines to promote and 
encourage more local Business 
Process Outsourcing firms, instead 
of  the  country  just  being  another  

location of global giants that are 
mostly based in Indiaò.  (from the arti-

cle ñBPO Sector in Philippines not just about 
Call Centersò, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 10 
July 2011 issue) 

Philippine Airlines commenced direct 
flights to and from India in March 2011, while 
Jet Airways plans to tap the Mumbai-Manila 
route starting in Winter of 2011.  Current 
tourist arrivals from India are projected to 
increase, according to the Department of 
Tourism. 



       Last 25 February , the Philippine Em-
bassy commemorated the 25th anniversary 
of the EDSA People Power Revolution 
which restored democracy to the Philip-
pines and its people.  The day started with 
a solemn flag-raising ceremony led by 
Amb. Ronald Allarey, Consul General 
Maria Agnes Cervantes and the other offi-
cers and staff of the Embassy.   

        The day ended with a mass in the 
Philippine Ambassadorôs Residence and a 
short program including the singing of some 
of the popular EDSA 1986 tunes such as 
óBayan Koô and óMagkaisaô, led by Mrs. Jude 
Ferrer and Ms. Nadette Dionaldo, and  a film 
showing.  Dozens of members of the Filipino 
community in India were on hand in solidarity 
with the ongoing celebrations in Manila. 

Embassy observes EDSA People Power Revolution anniversary  
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some married to Nepalese citizens or 
expatriates in the country, and with 
some volunteers even doing community 
development work in far-flung areas of 
the country.  The Philippines has pro-
vided e-governance assistance to 
Nepal in the past, and the two countries 
have discussed the exchange of best 
practices in their respective peace 
processes.                 

       During his courtesy call on Prime 
Minister Jhala Nath Khanal, Ambassa-
dor Allarey extended the congratulations 
of President Benigno S. Aquino III on the 
Prime Ministerôs election as head of the 

Government of Nepal.  They discussed future areas 
of cooperation in health and medicine, trade, edu-
cation, culture, renewable energy and agriculture.  
They also discussed the possibility of holding bilat-
eral policy consultations to broaden Philippine-
Nepal ties.  The Prime Minister expressed hope 
that ñin the future, the relationship and cooperation 
between our two countries can grow.ò 
       At the invitation of the Ministry of Health of 
Nepal, a 15-man delegation from the Department 
of Health participated in the seminar on ñResidency 
Training Program in the Philippines under Depart-
ment of Health Hospitalsò held in Kathmandu on 12 
to 15 March 2011, organized in cooperation with 
the Nepal Medical Council and Kathmandu-based 
Nephil Education Consultancy. A visit was made by 
officials of the Ministry and the Council to the Philip-
pines in 2010 to look into the possibility of Nepalese 
doctors doing their residency training in Philippine 
Government hospitals which were found to be at 
par with similar residency programs of hospitals in 
the United States and other Western countries.   
       In addition, Ambassador Allarey paid a cour-
tesy call on Japanese Ambassador Tatsuo Mizono,

With some members of the 300-strong Filipino 
community in Nepal.  Many are doing NGO work, 
some are married to Nepalese citizens or         
expatriates in the country, and some are volun-
teers  doing community development work in      
far-flung areas of the country. 

the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, and expressed his 
sympathies for the tragedy following the earthquake 
last 11 March.  The SAARC Secretary-General, Uz. 
Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed and Director Amrit Lugun 
received Ambassador Allarey on 17 March, where 
they discussed the status of ASEAN-SAARC rela-
tions in the context of the ASEAN New Delhi Commit-
tee chairmanship of Ambassador Allarey.          
       On 17 March, the Filipino Community in Nepal 
(FCN), headed by its President Joyce Mendez, 
féted the Philippine Embassy team with a memorable 
evening of Philippine and Nepalese cultural songs and 
dances, and fellowship.  All these official activities 
were arranged and facilitated by Mr. Suraj Vaidya, 
Philippine Honorary Consul in Kathmandu.  He and 
his wife, Mrs. Ritu Vaidya, also hosted a reception at 
their residence on 18 March in honor of the Ambassa-
dor, attended by Nepalese Foreign Secretary Madan 
Kumar Bhattarai, diplomats, consular officials, busi-
nessmen and Nepalese alumni of Philippine schools.  
Ambassador Allarey was accompanied by First Secre-
tary and Consul Robert Ferrer, Jr. and Trade and 
Commercial Attaché Vichael Angelo Roaring.  Like-
wise, they attended a lunch cum meeting hosted by 
the FCN on 19 March. 

 

       Philippine Ambassador to the Federal Democ-
ratic Republic of Nepal, Ronald B. Allarey pre-
sented his credentials on 17 March 2011 to Presi-
dent Ram Baran Yadav at the Rastrapati Bhawan, 
in Kathmandu.  In his one-on-one meeting with the 
President, Ambassador Allarey conveyed the best 
wishes of President Benigno S. Aquino III and the 
Filipino people to President Yadav and the Nepal-
ese people.  They discussed the way forward for 
Philippine-Nepal bilateral relations.  President 
Yadav encouraged Ambassador Allarey to ñlook for 
avenues of cooperation to benefit both our peoples 
and both our nationsò.  Noting the more than 50-
year diplomatic relations between the Philip-
pines and Nepal, which he described as ñquite an 
achievementò, President Yadav thanked the Philip-
pine Government for hosting Nepalese students, 
especially in the medical field, and for extending 
assistance to Nepal in other areas such as govern-
ance.  About 500 Nepalese live in the Philip-
pines, most of whom are students.  Ambassador 
Allarey also thanked the people of Nepal, through 
President Yadav,  for  hosting about  300  Filipinos  
in  Nepal,  doing  NGO work,  

Ambassador Allarey presents his credentials to 
the President of the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Nepal, H.E. Ram Baran Yadav  



 

Garden setting for Philippine Embassy Diplomatic Reception on 
the occasion of the 113

th
 Independence Day Celebrations  
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Ambassador Allarey and the officers and staff complement of the Embassy with Hon. E. Ahamed, Minister of State 
for External Affairs of India. 

Hon. E. Ahamed, Minister of State for External Affairs of India and H.E. 

Ambassador Ronald B. Allarey during the playing of the respective  

national anthems of India and the Philippines. 

09 June 2011 ð On the occasion of the 113th Philippine Inde-

pendence Day, with the theme �³�.�D�O�D�\�D�D�Q���� �3�D�Q�L�Q�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�D�Q�� �Q�J�� �%�D��
�\�D�Q�´, the Philippine Embassy in New Delhi led by Ambassador 

Ronald B. Allarey held a Diplomatic Reception on 09 June 2011 at 

the extensive grounds of the Philippine Embassy Chancery.  

About 200 dignitaries from the diplomatic, business, academic 

and media community were in attendance.  The Chief Guest was 

Hon. E. Ahamed, Minister of State for External Affairs of the Re-

public of India. 

Guests at the Chancery grounds.  

Guests sampling Pinoy cuisine.  

The  
Embassy 
Residence 
bedecked in 
glory.  


